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It might not be entirely accurate to describe Toshio Saeki’s work as proper “porn,” but
his nightmarish prints (created using a modernized version of a traditional Japanese
woodcut technique) are certainly erotica. Saeki actually quit his job at a Tokyo ad
agency at the age of 24 and started working at men’s magazines. His art developed a
following during the sexual revolution of the 1960s, and by the time his horror erotica
was first published in 1970, older genres of Japanese pulp—like Ero Guro Nansensu
(“erotic, grotesque, nonsense”)—were getting popular again. Saeki explained his
philosophy in a 2013 interview with Dazed:
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